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or to a heavy crash or peal of thunder. But its chief
characteristic was its extraordinary depth, as if it
were almost too low to be heard. According to
one observer, it was a low rumbling sound, much
lower than the lowest thunder; and another com-
pared it to the pedal notes of a great organ, only of
a deeper pitch than can be taken in by the human
ear, a noise more felt than heard. It will be seen
presently how the sound, from its very depth, was
inaudible to many persons.

A few observers described the sound in terms like
those quoted above, but by far the larger number
compared it to some more or less well-known type,
and in many cases the resemblance was so close
that the observer at first attributed it to the object
of comparison. The descriptions, which present
great varieties in detail, may be classified as
follows: (i) One or several traction-engines passing,
either alone or heavily laden, sometimes driven
furiously past; a steam-roller passing over frozen
ground or at a quicker pace than usual; heavy
waggons driven over stone paving, on a hard or
frosty road, in a covered way or narrow street, or
over hollow ground or a bridge ; express or heavy
goods trains rushing through a tunnel or deep
cutting, crossing a wooden bridge or iron viaduct,
or a heavy train running on snow; the grating of
a vessel over rocks, or the rolling of a lawn by an
extremely heavy roller; (2) a loud clap or heavy
peal of thunder, sometimes dull, muffled or subdued,
but most often distant thunder; (3) a moaning,
roaring, or rough, strong wind ; the rising of the
wind, a heavy wind pressing against the house;
the howling of wind in a chimney, a chimney or